
Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Listen & Appraise 

National Curriculum Links: 

Perform, listen to , review and 

evaluate music across a range of 

historical periods, genres, styles 

and traditions, including of the 

great composers and musicians. 

 

 

  

To know three songs from memory and talk about who wrote them 

and who performed them. 

To talk about the style indicators for: 

 RnB, Global popular music, and  Disco (Year 3) 

 Pop music, Grime and Gospel (Year 4) 

 

Identify what a song is about based on its lyrics. 

To talk about the musical dimensions of a song (dynamics,             

tempo, texture, rhythm and pitch) 

To describe the structure of a piece of music (introduction, verse  

chorus etc.) 

To begin to identify and name musical instruments in a piece of          

music. 

  

To know three songs from memory and talk about who wrote them, 

who performed them, when they were written and why. 

To talk about the style indicators for: 

 Rock, Jazz, Pop Ballads and Motown (Year 5) 

 Pop music, Motown, Jazz, Classical and the Music of Carole 

King (Year 6)  

 
To compare two songs in the same style, talking about what stands 

out musically and their similarities and differences. 

 

Identify what a song is about based on its lyrics. 

To talk about the musical dimensions of a song (dynamics,             

tempo, texture, timbre, rhythm and pitch) and how these can change 

within a piece of music. 

To describe the structure of a piece of music in more detail 

(introduction, verse  chorus etc.) 

Understand the historical context of a piece of music. 

Examples of Evidence Tracking 

A child talking about the structure, dynamics, tempo and texture when 

describing a piece of music.  

Answering questions like: 

 How is the piece of music made up? (structure) 

 Are the dynamics loud or quiet? 

 Is the tempo fast or slow?  

 How many layers of sound can you hear? (texture) 

 

A child making links with structure, dynamics, tempo and texture to 

the style indicators of a piece of music they are listening to. (e.g  

ballads would be slow) 

Examples of Evidence Tracking 

A child talking about the structure, dynamics, tempo, texture and 

timbre when describing a piece of music.  

Answering questions like: 

 How is the piece of music made up? Does it stay the same 

throughout? (structure) 

 Are the dynamics loud or quiet? How do these change in the 

piece of music? 

 Is the tempo fast or slow? Does this change in the piece of 

music? 

 How many layers of sound can you hear? Does this change in 

different parts of the music? (texture) 

 

A child making links and comparisons with structure, dynamics,  

tempo, texture and timbre to the style indicators of pieces of music 

they are listening to. (e.g ballads would be slow) 
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Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Musical Elements 
 

National Curriculum Links: 

Learn to sing and to use their 

voices, to create and compose 

music on their own and with 

others, have the opportunity to 

learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have 

the opportunity to progress to the 

next level of musical excellence. 

Understand and explore how  

music is created, produced and 

communicated, including through 

the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations. 

  

Know how to find and demonstrate the pulse. 

Know that every piece of music has a pulse. 

Know the difference between pulse and rhythm. 

Know how pulse, rhythm and pitch work together to create a piece of 

music. 

Clap and say back rhythms. 

Beginning to develop a leadership role by creating simple rhythm   

patterns for a small group to copy. 

Talk about how pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and 

structure work together to create a song or music. 

Know and talk about keeping the internal pulse of a piece of music. 

Continue to develop a leadership role by creating musical ideas for a 

larger group to copy and respond to. 

Find the pulse and copy back rhythms, that include simple and    

syncopated patterns, and up to three note riffs by ear and with               

notation. 

 

Examples of Evidence Tracking 

A child explaining the difference between pulse, rhythm and pitch. 

A child demonstrating finding the pulse in a piece of music. Child 

may not stay in time) 

A child explaining how the tempo changes the speed of the pulse. 

A child creating a simple rhythm for a small group to copy up to 

two bars in 4/4 time. 

Examples of Evidence Tracking 

A child explaining how pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo 

work together in a piece of music. 

A child demonstrating finding the pulse in a piece of music keeping 

the same tempo. 

A child demonstrating the difference between a fast and a slow 

pulse. 

A child creating a more complex rhythm pattern (involving                

syncopation) for a larger group to copy. Two bars in 4/4 time. 

A child feeling/identifying the downbeat—to notice the difference in 

number of beats in a bar 2/4, 3/4 (waltz) and 4/4 time. 
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Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Musical Activities 

Singing 
 

National Curriculum Links: 

Learn to sing and to use their 

voices, to create and compose 

music on their own and with 

others, have the opportunity to 

learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have 

the opportunity to progress to the 

next level of musical excellence. 

Understand and explore how  

music is created, produced and 

communicated, including through 

the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations. 

  

To know and be able to talk about: 

 Singing as a group can be called a choir. 

 A leader or conductor us a person a choir follows. 

 Songs can make you feel different things e.g. happy, energetic 

or sad. 

 Singing as part of an ensemble is fun, but you must listen to 

each other carefully. 

 Texture: How a solo singer makes a thinner texture than a 

large group. 

 To know why you must warm up your voice. 

To sing in unison and in simple parts 

To demonstrate a good singing posture 

To follow a leader when singing 

To enjoy exploring singing solo 

To sing with awareness of being ‘in tune’. 

To re-join the singing if lost. 

To listen to the group when singing. 

To know and confidently sing a range of songs and their ports from 

memory and to sing them with a strong internal pulse. 

To know about the style of songs so you can represent the feeling 

and context to an audience. 

To choose a song and be able to talk about: 

 Its main features 

 Singing in unison, the solo, lead vocal, backing vocals or 

rapping 

 To know what the song is about and the meaning of the             

lyrics 

 To know and explain the importance of warming up your 

voice. 

To sing in unison and to sing backing vocals 

To demonstrate a good singing posture 

To follow a leader when singing 

To experience rapping and solo singing 

To listen to each other and be aware of how you fit into the group 

To sing with awareness of being ‘in tune’ 

Evidence Tracking 

A photo of a child standing in a correct singing posture. 

A child singing a solo or as part of a group. 

A recording of children singing in unison or in two simple parts at 

the start of a unit/lesson and at the end of the unit/lesson.  

Adjusting rehearsal tempos to assist with learning a piece of music. 

Evidence Tracking 

A photo of a child standing in a correct singing posture. 

A Child explaining the importance of warm up the voice. 

A child singing a solo or as part of a group. 

A recording of children singing in unison, a lead part, a harmony 

part or a rap at the start of a unit/lesson and at the end of the 

unit/lesson.  
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Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Musical Activities 

Playing 
 

National Curriculum Links: 

Learn to sing and to use their 

voices, to create and compose 

music on their own and with 

others, have the opportunity to 

learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have 

the opportunity to progress to the 

next level of musical excellence. 

Understand and explore how  

music is created, produced and 

communicated, including through 

the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations. 

  

To know and be able to talk about musical instruments used in 

class. 

To treat instruments carefully and with respect. 

Play any one, or all four, differentiated parts on a tuned instrument 

from memory or using notation. 

To rehearse and perform a part. 

To listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 

To experience leading the playing by making sure everyone plays in 

the playing section of the song. 

To know and be able to talk about:: 

 Different ways of writing music down—e.g. staff notation,             

symbols 

 The notes C,D,E,F,G,A,B and C on the treble stave. 

 The instruments they might play or be played in a band or            

orchestra or by their friends. 

Play a musical instrument with the correct technique 

Select and learn an instrument part that matches their musical             
challenge. 

To rehearse and perform their part within the context of the Unit song 

To listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 

To lead a rehearsal session. 

Evidence Tracking 

Children demonstrating they can handle a musical instrument               

carefully.  

Before and after videos of children learning a piece of music to 

demonstrate they have rehearsed for a performance. Final performance 

should be from memory. 

Evidence Tracking 

Children demonstrating they can handle a musical instrument               

carefully and explaining why this is important. 

Before and after videos of children learning a piece of music to 

demonstrate they have rehearsed for a performance. (More advanced 

piece of music from memory) 

Evidence of children naming the notes of the treble clef. 
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Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Musical Activities 

Improvisation 
 

National Curriculum Links: 

Learn to sing and to use their 

voices, to create and compose 

music on their own and with 

others, have the opportunity to 

learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have 

the opportunity to progress to the 

next level of musical excellence. 

Understand and explore how  

music is created, produced and 

communicated, including through 

the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations. 

  

To know that: 

 Improvisation is making up you own tunes on the spot. 

 When someone improvises, they make up their own tune that has 

never been heard before. It is not written down and belongs to 

them. 

 Using one or two notes confidently is better than using five 

 If you improvise using the notes you are given, you cannot make 

a mistake. 

 You can use some of the riffs you have heard before.  

Improvise with no more than three different notes. 

 

 

To know that: 

 Improvisation is making up you own tunes on the spot. 

 When someone improvises, they make up their own tune that has 

never been heard before. It is not written down and belongs to 

them. 

 Using one or two notes confidently is better than using five 

 If you improvise using the notes you are given, you cannot make 

a mistake. 

 You can use some of the riffs and licks you have heard before.  

To know three well-known improvising musicians 

To improvise using up to five notes (pentatonic scale) 

To improvise in a Bossa Nova and Swing style 

Evidence Tracking 

Video of a child improvising with one note (BARE), two notes (ARE) 

or three notes (GDS) 

Child explaining what improvisation is. 

Evidence Tracking 

Improvising with three notes (BARE), five notes (ARE and GDS) 

Child explaining what improvisation is and how it compares to  

composition. 

Research work/mind maps about improvising musicians. 
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Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Musical Activities 

Composition 
 

National Curriculum Links: 

Learn to sing and to use their 

voices, to create and compose 

music on their own and with 

others, have the opportunity to 

learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have 

the opportunity to progress to the 

next level of musical excellence. 

Understand and explore how  

music is created, produced and 

communicated, including through 

the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations. 

  

To know and be able to talk about: 

 A composition: music that is created by you and kept in some 

way and can be performed again and again 

 Different ways of recording compositions (letter names, sym-

bols, audio etc.) 

Help create at least one simple melody using up to five different 

notes. 

Plan and create a section of music that can be performed 

Talk about how it was created 

Listen to and reflect upon developing composition and make musical 

decisions about pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo. 

Record a composition in any way appropriate (graphic or pictorial 

notation. 

To know and be able to talk about: 

 A composition: music that is created by you and kept in some 

way and can be performed again and again 

 A composition had a pulse, rhythm and pitch that work to-

gether and are shaped by tempo, dynamics and structure 

 Notation: recognise the connection between sound and symbol 

Create simple melodies using up to five notes and simple rhythms that 

work musically in a given style. 

Explain the keynote or home note and the structure of the melody. 

Listen to and reflect upon the developing composition and make          

musical decisions about how the melody connects with the song 

Record the compostions in any way appropriate that recognises the 

connection between sound and symbol (graphic/pictorial notation) 

Evidence Tracking 

A recorded composition using pictorial musical notation (note symbols 

with images e.g. frogs and tadpoles) 

A recording of a composition linked to the Unit song—up to five 

notes. 

Evidence Tracking 

A recorded composition using formal musical notation (note symbols 

without images) 

A recording of a composition linked to the Unit song. 

Airedale Junior School  

Skills Progression for Music 



Strand Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Perform and Appraise 

National Curriculum Links: 

Perform, understand and explore 

how music is created, produced 

and communicated. 

Have the opportunity to progress 

to the next level of musical    

excellence. 

  

To know and be able to talk about: 

 Performing is sharing music with an audience, large or small 

and with people you know or don’t know. 

 That a performance needs preparing for (rehearsals) and must 

be performed from memory 

Sing/rap clearly so words are understood and articulated correctly  

To chose what to perform and create a programme that will capture 

an audience thinking carefully about the venue and how to use it for 

best effect. 

To record a performance and discuss what went well and what 

could be improved comparing it to previous performances. 

To know and be able to talk about: 

 Performing is sharing music with an audience, large or small 

and with people you know or don’t know. 

 That a performance needs preparing for (rehearsals) 

To chose what to perform and create a programme that will capture 

an audience. 

To talk about how to behave, stand or sit at a performance 

To record a performance and discuss what went well and what 

could be improved. 

Evidence Tracking 

Performing a piece from memory singing the correct melody adding a 

variety of dynamics to the  performance. 

Use the following vocabulary to discuss a performance—pitch,              

dynamics, tempo and texture) 

Evidence Tracking 

Performing a piece from memory singing the correct melody or          

harmony adding a variety of dynamics and keeping in time with the 

conductor. 

Use the following vocabulary to discuss a performance—pitch,             

dynamics, tempo timbre and texture)  
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